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Favors Capita1 Punishment.
To the J^ditor of the New York Journal:

Your-publication of Monday, December 18, 1899, co

an expression of opinion concerning capital punishment
I am firmly convinced that caoital punishment Is

deliberate and premeditated homicide. Of course, I d<
person who takes life in the heat or passion or while
leave him without sufficient reasoning powers; nor d<
it much consideration. In this case it is the result <

In the former cases the will power sufficient to
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to cover his tracks, effectually proves to my mind ths
punishment careful consideration.

But. you say, "this did not seem to deter him!"
edge that every murderer feels that his Dlans are of
quent detection almost Impossible?

Certainly, every precaution taken by the would be
course, such egotists are born every day; but who knc
is the man who has passed through this experience s
that he is not an egotist.

December 19, 1899.
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SPARTAN MOTHERS.
By Alfred Austin.

(Poet Laureate of England.)
NE more embrace! then, o'er the

II main,
And nobly play the soldier's part."

hus speaks, amid the martial strain,
The Spartan mother's aching heart.

She hides her woe,
She bids him go,

nd tread the path his fathers trod.
Who fights for England, fights for God."

plnlp-ss tn hpIn -rc/sii+s ch** waahq
> . ~ »»

And listens for the far-off fray.
!e scours the gorge, he scales the steeps,
Scatters the foe.away! away!

Feigned is their flight.
Smite! again smite!

ow fleet their steeds! how nimbly shod!
he kneels, she prays: "Protect him, God!"

he sister's sigh, the maiden's tear,
The wife's, the widow's stifled wail,
hese nerve the hand, these brace the spear,
And speed them over veldt and vale.

What is to him,
Or life or limb, *

rho rends the chain, and breaks the rod!
rho falls for freedom, falls for God.

nd should it be his happy fate
Hale to return to home and rest,
tie will be standing at the gate,
To fold him to her trembling breasi

Or should he fall,
By ridge or wall,

nd lie 'neath some green southern sod.
w no cues ror country, sleeps witn God."
-From The Independent, which appears to-day.

PLAIN TALK lim THE PEOPLE.
00 Many Women on Karth?
ditor of the New xork Journal:
If England loses a hundred thousand men or
vo in the coming great strife, and this country
Irops" as many more, to be added to the 10.000
ready hors de combat by reason of our late war
id the present insurrection, what will become of
le women?
There are too many women on earth now, in
roportion to the male sex, and the girl babies
>ntinue to make their appearance with persistent
id rhythmical regularity.
Unhappily, from a standpoint of high sociology,
le grand total of the sweeter sex cannot be
jriodlcally decimated by war in order to preirvea proper balance between the sexes. And
le feminine majority, already too large, must
ive husbands. God alone pities the old maid.
1 propose the following plan to even things up:
fter the great and sanguinary international strife
>on to be witnessed is over, assuming that the
nited States loses 250,000 men, an equal number
unmarried women (age to be no bar) are to be

rafted by lot in proportion to the loss of men
j States, confined in glass enclosed, hermetically
:aled apartments, and pallilessly and pleasantly
nt to join their ancestors. SANDFORD.
Washington, December 23. i

If in the coming- great war suggested by our

>rrespondent the United States should' lose
0,000 men of his stripe, the rest of the male
;x in this country, adoring women as they
j, would have a mighty good time.
Such a general exodus of woman-haters
ould no doubt be a fine thing for the couny.Their creed is that of ignorance, egotism
ad selfishness, and while they might not
ake good soldiers, no general would hesitate
> send them against impregnable positions
>r the benefit of their country.
There cannot be too many women. While
len are fighting the physical battles of the

irth, the women are continually campaignlgin a moral way.
There should be enough women, at least,
>r every man in the world to have a mother,
sister, and somebody else's sister,

'he Journal a Mascot.
ditor of the New York Journal:
I must write you my thanks and appreciation of
3ur paper. At this time, as ever before, it has
een my mascot. v

My father and I have been in search of a posionas janitor and caretaker for some time. We
ivertlsed in the very often, but never had
a answer.
It was In response to one of these ads. that the
aurnal mailed us some advertising "frank" cotions.I used one by inserting a flfteen-word ad.
t "Situations Wanted, Male," on Tuesday last.
I had a letter in answer at 6:30 p. m. on the
une day, and a man called on my father and enagedhim to take charge of a house. The place
an unexceptionable one.

Your paper is the paper. MRS. E. M. S.
December 25.

We are glad to have been of service to you.
is a gratifying thing to know that our adertisingcolumns are continually bringing

ich fine results, and especially to know that
1 your case the advertisement that served
ou so well cost you nothing.
You have discovered what thousands of
thers are discovering every day.that in all
lings the Journal is the paper.

Incle Sam and the Open Door.
dltor of the New York Journal:
Suppose the open door of China should suddenly
; slammed shut? Wouldn't Uncle Sam get his
agers smashed in the jam?
Or, if he should escape, would he be able to
reak In with old fashioned Lee-Metford rifle powsrthat smokes like a burning haystack, and not
lough ships to defend our own coast line?
Uncle Sam, indeed. He is a senile old fraud,
randed with the dollar mark. CLAUS J.
Baltimore, Dec. 25.

Uncle Sam's hand might possibly be jammed
>r the moment, but it would not materially
tjure his trigger finger.
He has been a world power for fifty years,
ut other countries have been slow and reictantto recognize the fact.
Since the war with Spain we are manufac-
iring vast quantities of smokeless powder,
id our troops are being furnished with the
ost modern rifles. We have about as much
say concerning the mechanism and the

mtilation through China's door as any other
>untry, and if our interests require it we

ill be found thereabouts in any important
isis that may occur. '

If Uncle Sam is branded with the dollar
ark you should regard it as the sign of
osperlty.

"THREE UTT
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Alan Dale Finds That the New
Musical Comedy Is Full

of Cheerful Bleats.

THREE little lambs.the sort that Mary must
have had and quite destitute of mint sauce
.arc frolicking pleasantly and innocuously

at the Fifth Avenue Theatre.
Agreeable, bleaty, woolly lambs they are; pure

as the driven snow. In fact, the cynic is quite
disarmed by their easy, graceful and almost diffidentcapers. They sing a good deal, they dance
quite lithely without any unseemly revelations,
and.what speaks more eloquently than all of their
guilelessness.they live through a tissue of some
of the worst puns and word-play I have ever
heard.
Many a lamb would sigh for his slaughter-house

and Ills mint sauce if he had to endure that perpetualremark about ice cream being cold. Picture
the little, woolly darling that doesn't turn over
on its little back and gasp its last when some
one says, "You correspond for the London Times?
Ah! They will have good times in London." Imaginethe innocence of the lambkin that thrives on

such a joke as "I never lie. I can't lie in lied."
Blessed little lambs of Yuletide! May your shadowsnever grow less, but may you be fed on a

keener and more nourishing diet.
The new musical comedy, however, is a good and

encouraging thing. It contains material that
might well cause many managers to sit up and
mort. It is au honest, cleanly entertainment,
Tered by as good a company as one could wish
> expect during this holiday occasion. With such

h trio of genuinely admirable people as Marie
ahill, Raymond Hitchcock and Edmund Lawrence

.a triple-plated comedy arrangement that stands
auy amount of wear and tear.a fellow must indeedbe dyspeptic if he cannot find enjoyment. I
might make this trio a quartet and add Nellie
Braggins to its ranks, but I'm sure Miss Braggins
will excuse me when she knows that I loathe
quartets. They always remind me of old oaken
buckets, Aunt Abigails, and such-like.
Then thene are the voicey people, who are quite

worth discussing. There is Miss Adele Ritchie,
who is a prima donna without being fat.with a

figure, in fact, so lissome and sylph-like that she
looks as though she could be drawn through a

needle. I haven't seen Miss Ritchie since she took
that well-remembered bath at Koster & Bial's,
with the rude gentleman (and the audience) lookingon. Her voice is in capital shape, and her
blonde charms are enhaficed by a totally brunette
chorus. How did Miss Ritchie arrange matters so

admirably? What influence did she bring to bear
upon those dear little chorus girls, powerful
enough to induce them to forswear the joys of
peroxide? This is one of the most wonderful featuresof "Three Little Lambs." Let me see. I am
still on the voicey subject. This includes William
E. Pliilp, a very pleasant and inoffensive tenor,
who shows no inclination to lunch upon limelight
and stage centre.and our old friend William T.
Carleton. I hope that Mr. Carleton will understandthat I use the word "old" as a term of endearment.Mr. Carleton's voice is quite unpuncturedafter his travels on operatic roads, and he
sings his "Dakota Dick" ditty with vim and fire.
The sponsors for "Three Little Lambs" are R. A.

Barnet, who bound the book, and E. W. Corliss,
Who allowed the music to circulate. It is not necessary.itwould even be futile.to attempt to describethe story of "Three Little Lambs." Even
the programme, which contains a splendid and pungentcriticism of the piece.treating it very kindly,
of course.doesn't bother itself about the story.
It harps upon the satire of the thing, which I
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By Cholly Knickerbocker.
IN observing the preliminaries of the New Year

I am led to infer that Aiken, S. C.,- will again
enjoy our patronage. In a sense, this is a

shock. A year ago, when a great and grave
tragedy gx-ew out of the heartless employments of
a certain set in the colony, I fancied that its popularitywould wane. Ilut not a bit of it. Aiken
seems destined to continue its little sway, and this
season we shall see reviewed once more all the
familiars that make it a secondary social Mecca.

I say this in the face of an old-fashioned prejudicethat tragedy leaves a shadow ,upon its place,
but with deak society it seems otherwise. Preju-
uit'ccf x utrixum, n ixxie » iLii ixuiiiaix i ajtmi c,>

I perceive that the Lotos Club at this precise
moment is sharing a large, palpitating mystery
with Mr. Charles T. Yerkes, once of Chicago. The
position of the club is that Mr. Yerkes has been
put up for membership, and the position of Mr.
Yerkes is that he does not desire to be a member.
Mr. Yerkes, in a generally printed interview, declaresthat he has no desire to get into any other

club. Really, I think this ungenerous. He was

put up by General Collis, and Mr. Yerkes is doing
his military friend a grave wrong for a brave generosity.
General Collis has denied the rumor that Mr.

Yerkes was blackballed by the club. General Colliswent to the further trouble of calling on Mr.
Yerkes yesterday and assuring him that the story
was all a mistake. Mr. Yerkes later said this about
the affair:
"General Collis and I are very good friends. I

hhd spoken to him of my unwillingness to join any
clubs in New York, as I was already a member of
four in Chicago. The General explained to me this
morning that he and a number of Lotos Club membersagreed to post my name, anyway, in the
hope that once elected I would not withdraw. The
name, I understand, was posted December 20, and
had not been acted upon. This story about blackballing,General Collis assures me, is but a flash
in trie pan. r am glad, However, tnat it nappened,because I can now have tny name withdrawnand not be subjected to the embarrassment
of resigning after being elected."
For some reason or other Mr. Yerkes and his

beautiful wife seem to have taken a dislike to
New York. When Mrs. Yerkes first came to Manhattanshe vied with the Olympians in giving
large and ambitious entertainments to people who
could do her no earthly good. These proceeded
for several seasons, a fine, large mansion was built
upon the avenue and a general and complimentary
advertisement indicated that the lady would enter
society. But, for some reason, Mrs. Yerkes has
renounced this idea, and not one of the elect has
ever a* much as gained a peep at the Interior of
her costly and beautiful home.

I can assure my friends, too, that a peep would
be worth while. Among its other features is a

picture gallery containing some of the finest paintingsin America.paintings so costly and beautiful
that Mr. Yerkes was quite justified in hiring a

special train of drawing room cars to transport
them to New York. Some day, however, we may
all be admitted, and if Mrs. Y'erkes still cherishes
a desire to see society, now is the time to try,
when all the gates are open, Cerberus sleeping and
gayety awaiting within the coming of the stranger.
Mrs. Adolph Ladenburg has flown. She is off

to warmer climes.Egypt, I, hear. That may includethe Cataracts, or merely Cairo, I know not
which, but I suppose the cables will inform us

shortly. I do hear, however, that her trip will
Include a bit of hunting at Melton-Mowbray, where
she will pop over the fences with her usual dash
and vim and at the same time exploit the abilitiesof her American sisters. I fancy, however,
that her departureWill be something of a disappointmentto Mrs. Gould, for the two were just
engaging in a friendship that promised to b-j
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couldn't discover, not being a judge of satire. The
"advanced woman" is satirized.according to the
programme.and so is the golf craze. But when I
heard the jolly golf song uttered by Mr. Vizard, I
simply took it. as a song, and couldn't see any
satire in it. I enjoyed it just as much. So will
you.
Mr. Corliss has turned on music by the quart.

The company "sings nearly all the time. I should
say it sang too much, if I were not afraid of leavingthe intervals to Mr. Barnet's care. The organizationmight do worse than sing. It might talk
more about the cold ice cream, and the London
Times. So let us not repine. The best songs in
the piece are "The Bugaboo Song," written by J.
E. Nicol; "Three Little Lambs," sung by Miss Ca
hill, Mr. Hitchcock and Mr. Lawrence; "Long
Ago," "Gay Golf Ball" and "The Man Behind the
Gun."
Miss Cahill is the life and soul of the piece,

chubby, liglit-toed and funny without knowing it.
She is one of the real feminine comediennes of
the stage. I shan't compare her to Miss Irwin.
the standard comparison for all who are fat and
amusing.because Miss Irwin can't dance. Marie
Cahill occupies a little niche all by herself. She
has been approaching it for a long time, and I
have been watching the approach. "Three Little
Lambs" lands her right there, and if Miss ^Cahill
goes cavorting about "the road" again, well, I
shall be inclined to think that managers are fools.

It is good to see comedians like Raymond Hitchcockand Edmund Lawrence, who make their fun
legitimately, who imitate nobody and who arrive
at clean and convincing conclusions by a straight
road. Hitchcock certainly has rather poor material
to work upon, as the president of a trust companyof which nobody understands anything at
all. But he" makes a great deal of a rather stupid
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* Mrs. Adolph Ladenburg.
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warm, and with a whole Winter's gap between
there Is no telling what coldness may creep in be
fore the arrival of the Newport season.

Speaking of the hunting across the water,
hear loud comrilaints from Americans over thi
quality of horses jobbed out to them. They sa;
that the best mounts are saved for native riders
no matter whether they be cockuey or aristocrat
and that it Is a Yankee lucky beyond his kin<
who ever gets into the real hunting. I suppose
good deal of this is bosh, but if people wish t<
hunt, the moral is that you can't do it on him
nags. Moreover, two other hunting American
complain that they have been mistaken for groom
merely because they have hunted in leggins, in
stead of in boots. Moral: Don't hunt in leggins.
Another American, I hear, has made himself un

popular by answering back when bully-ragged b;
the master for riding over hounds. Moral: If yoi
don't want to be jumped on yourself, don't jumi
on the pack. Ha! Ha!
Colonel and Mrs. John Jacob Astor sailed yester

day on the St. Paul 011 their journey to the Medi
terranean. I hear that they were induced to leavi
just ou the eve of Mrs. Astor's great (lane
through the illness of their boy, who is now ab ju
seven years old. The little fellow Is in no wa;
In a critical condition.by 110 means so.but hi
health, nevertheless, warranted a journey ti
warmer shores. Two nurses and a nursery gov
erness were taken along to minister to his wants
and the ship's surgeon also had instructions fron
headquarters to attend to his well being.
There will be a grand occasion in Albany to

night, when the first of the Assemblages will drav
out all of the capital society. Chief among th<
patronesses is Mrs. Koosevelt, wile of the Gov
ernor. She will receive with Mrs. William Cres
well Doane, wife of the Bishop; Mrs* Charle;
Pruyn, Mrs. Edward Hun, Mrs. SnmueJ B. Tow
ner, Mrs. Sarah M. Douglas, Mrs. Frederick Doug
las and Mrs. Henry Townsend Martin.

NOTES OF SOGIETY.
Miss Gurnee's dance, which was announcet

exclusively in the Journal last week, will take place on .Tan
nary 0 in the annex of the Metropolitan Club. It will b<
quite small, for about fifty people, but it promises to be
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ol at the Fifth Avenue Theatre. +

part. Edmund Lawrence is also the real thing,
and he is also able to extract mirth from the proceedingswithout tumbling all over the stage, or

indulging in vulgarity.
Nellie Braggins has a song with a couple of the

cutest little darkies I have ever seen, and it caught
the audience with a firm grip. Miss Braggins,
who looks like Phyllis Rankin, is clever and jolly,
and she has an accent that it is a treat to hear.
It is the native thing, unadorned, and I like that.
It is such a change. I only hope that Miss Bragginswont go to London and get Englished. She is
so nice as she is. A meek little lambkin named
Clara Palmer does a cunning little dance In the
Letty Lind style, and with some of Letitia's demureness,and there are a few other girls who
have little to say and plenty to look. Young Mr.
Thomas Whlffen, son of one of the nicest dramatic
mothers in New York, plays a part and sings a

song, and seems to be quite a nice lad. Mr. Vizard
and Mr. Hadaway are among the comedians, and
work their way satisfactorily.
"Three Little Lambs" is not a bit sensational.

Song succeeds song, girl succeeds girl, fun succeedsfun, and scenes change. Nothing else happens.There were children galore in the house
yesterday, and there will be children there galore
in the days to come. It is a good show for the

3 4/tn f li .> i ti i->a el o If a tVino te I />o 1 an

tertainment just as much as the old
Idea. There are few performances In this
city at present that give the juvenile theatre-goer
a chance. All the boys and girls should see those
lambs that must be so much like the woolly followerof Mary, and that are destitute of mint
sauce, or of any sauce at all. They disport themselvesin their own natural gravy, and they can
be used even by the dyspeptic invalid without evil
results. After watching them I went back sadly.
to my muttons. ALAN DALE.

\doah c t- yerkes and
jhruala the lotos club.

delightful affair, for Miss Gumee is one of the most charm.ing hostesses in society. She resides at No. 626 Fifth
avenue.

Mrs. Whitelaw Reid will give a dance on
January 12 at her residence, No. 451 Madison avenue. It
will be one of the most notable functions of the season,
and, needless to say, very exclusive.
Mrs. Bayard Dominick, Noy 22 "West Fiftyfirststreet, has cards out for two large receptions, the

dates of which are January 3 and 10.
The marriage of Miss Mathilda H. Marvin

to Dr. Medwin Leale will be celebrated on January 18 at
5 o'clock in St. Bartholomew's Church. The ceremony
will be performed by the Rev. Dr. David H. Greer, assisted
by the Itev. Arthur Kinsolvring, of Brooklyn.
Mrs. W. A. Street will entertain this eveningat her residence, No. 43 Park avenue.

Mr. and Mrs. Ogden Mills will close their
country home on the upper Hudson next Thursday, uud returnto their town house, No. 2 East Sixty-ninth street, for
the Winter season.

As exclusively announced in The Journal
last week, Mrs. W. Watts Sherman, No. 838 Fifth avenue,will give a series of large dinner parties next month.
The first will probably be on January 12.
Miss G. R. Dunlap, of No. Ill West Seven-

ty-second street, will be married on the evening of April
18 to Mr. Orman I.awson Johnson. The wedding will
take place at St. Thomas's Church at 8 o'clock.
Miss Florence Berg- Brown, of No. 809 Madisonavenue, will be married on February 27 to Mr. Eugene

Eentilhon. The wedding will take place in the Church of
the Heavenly Eest.
The marriage of Miss Edith Laurence

Sneyers, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert G. P. Speyers, to
Edward McVickar will take place on the afternoon of
January 17 at 3-10 in the Church of the Holy
Communion. Miss Cornelia Van Rensselaer Robb
will be Miss Speyers's maid of honor, and the Misses Mabel
Jones, Mary Vibbert, Selina Schroeder and Julia Walsh will
serve her as bridesmaids.
Mrs. Frederic Ballard, No. 21 West Beventy-thirdstreet, will give a dance at Sherry's this evening for

her daughter, Miss Grace K. Ballard.
y Mrs. William Barclay Parsons, No. 505

Fifth avenue, will give a cotillon this afternoon in honor
of her young granddaughter,' Miss Sylvia Parsons, daughter

' of Mr. W. Barclay Parsons.
Mrs. Frederic Gallatin will grive an afternoonparty for children to-day at her residence. No. 1570

I Fifth avenue. A Christmas tree loaded with gifts will be
. a feature. After the distribution of gifts dancing will be
* enjoyed.

Mrs. Robert Hoe, No. 11 East Thirty-sixth
' street, will give a musicale this afternoon,

i The first of the Cinderella Cotillon® at Dodworth'swill be held this evening.
t

E>:-Governor and Mrs. Levi P. Morton
will entertain at dinner this evening.
To-day is the first anniversary of the marsriage of Dr. and Mrs. William Kinnicnt Draper. Mrs.

s Draper, it will be remembered, was Miss Helen F. Hoffman.
During the war with Spain she was one of the most
active workere in the Red Cross Society.
A large dinner party was given at

Sherry's last evening by Mr. and Mrs. N. Mayer, of No.
ir 511!I East Seventy-seventh street, to celebrate their silver

wedding. Covers were laid for seventy-two guests.

(
Miss Jusephflne Menk,'en, of No. 2.>72

Seventh avenue, will give a "Topic Party" on the eveningof January 6. f
One of the largest private dances of the

season was given last evening at Sherry's by Mrs. Bayard
Dominiek in honor of her two daughters, the Misses Ethel
Cardner and Helen Dominiek. It was a Christmas affair.

R attended by about four hundred, the guests including all
the fashionable young set and the season's debutantes, of
whom Miss Helen Dominiek is one of the most attractive.

IT The guests began arriving about 9 :30 o'clock and were
received by the hostess and her daughters. Mr. Alexander
Hadden led the cotillon, dancing with Miss Helen Dom0inick. Some charming favors were provided.
Mrs. Artemas H. Holmes gave a dance for

, juniors last evening at her residence, No. 453 Madison
avenue, in honor of her son and daughter, Artemas H.

1 Holmes, Jr., and Miss Holmes. The dancers were all of
the very young set, those who have not yet made their
debuts. The dance was really a Christmas affair, and
holly and evergreen and mistletoe were hung everywhere,

l> The invitations were for 8:30, but it was fully 9 before
all the guests arrived. About fifty couples danced in the

s cotillon, which was led by Artemas H. Holmes, Jr. Mrs.
A. B. Bostwiek, Miss Ethel Stiles and Miss Florence distributedthe favors. A buffet supper was served after the
cotillon.

3 A novel dinner and dance were given at
Delmonico's last evening by Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Guggen.heim, of No. 763 Fifth avenue, in honor of their daughter.
Miss Edith Guggenheim, for whom they entertained the"
Twentieth Centurv Sociable. Twice as many mer as there
were girls were iiivited. and twice during the dinner they
"nrogressed," as in euchre, changing their places at table."
The banquet was followed by one of the merriest dances

j of the holiday season.

The Democratic Club will give a ladies'
e reception this afternoon, which promises tg kt > *«ry enajoyable affair.


